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4 A Sermon on the Death 
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I. I ſhall conſider St. Paul's Deſire. Deſire is an 


Inclination or Motion of the Soul to ſomething that 
is ſuitable and pleaſing to it, and ſuch was the Deſire 
of the Apoſtle. It aroſe and ſprung ſrom a Delight 

in God to glorify Him, either by his Life or Death, 
out of a Love to Chriſt, out of Proſperity of God's 
Church and People, and the Downfal of their Enemies. 

This was the main and- principal End of his De- 
fire, in his greateſt Troubles and ſharpeſt Perſecuti- 
ons; it was heavenly, divine, beatifical, and: doing 
all to God's Glory, That which was ſaid of God's 
People, is veriſy'd of St. Paul, Iſa. xxvi. 8. Ye Deſire 
of | his Soul was to God's Name, and to the R 


Hope; not a faint. or lazy Wiſh, but a holy Frame of 
4 75 a ſtrong and full. Deſire within him that look- 
ed beyond the Grave, to Chriſt, and another Life, 
'P/al. xvi. 12. where is Fulnefi of Joy and Pleaſures fur e- 
werywre. All his Thoughts, Intentions, Inclinati 
Deſigus, and ions, ran into SVG) von”, 
II. What it was St. Paul did defire, b non! 
(..) To depart, Death, which ſeparates Soul: and 
TO the Object of his Deſire, and vety ſignifi- 
cant 


en 


Afflictions and Calamities. His preaching and pro- 
Re 5 pagating 


of Him. It was, Phil, i. 20. his carneſt Expdifation and 


| 
nam 


__ the Arche Biſhop: of Yark. = 


> 263 NE ARK expoſed him to many Hazerds, 
ufferings, a Coral vii. 5. Fears within, as well. as Fights 
ings without. 2 Cor. xi. 23. In Labour s abunant; in 

Stripes above Meaſure, in Priſons frequent, in Deaths 

and many more, Acts ix. 16. great Things he ſuf- 

ered. for Chriſt's. Name Jake. 1 el : L AL wade FO: 

4 His Departure, he knew, would put an End to 
thoſe cruel and ty rannical Deſigns conttiy'd againſt 

him at Rome in Mero's Palace, to that Unfaithſulneſs 

he found from Demas, 2: Tim. iv. 10. who, for Cove- 

touſneſs, forſook | him, to thoſe repeated Miſchiefs "i 

done to him by Alexander; thi Copper Smith, Ver. 24. | 

to thoſe Dangers heunderwentcrin! fighting, with -Brafts 

at Epheſge 1 Cor. xv. 32. and other Afflictions temporal 

and aal, Eph. vi. 12. (2) To him to depare was 

Gain, becauſe it would be the Beginning of all Com- 

fort to him, and the Occaſion of a bleſſed and ha p- 


py Change. Dying would; be his changing Earth 

© Þ for Heaven, a corruptible State for one of Incorru- | 
ption à mortal Condition for one Of. Immortality, | 

roſs Fleſh and Blood for an Habitation of ' glorified | 


Spirits, and a Determination and Ending of all Sin 
and Miſery, for an eternal Enjoy meg and Perfection 
of Bliſt and Happiness. All things here below were 
to him but empty Shadous; hut Dung, that. he migbi 
win Chriſt, Phil. in. 8. His Converſation was in Heaven, 
Ver.'20. and though he had fought: 4 good "Fight; and 
kept the Faith, 2 Tim. ii. 7. Kypt 4 Conſtience woid of 

. Offence both, towards God and Man, Acts xy1v. 16. fought 


in a good Cauſe, and labour d in the Way of Chri- 
ſtianity, both as a private Chriſtian, and an Apoſtle 

Chriſt; yet he propos'd much more Happineſs to 
mſelf in his Death. His preaching the Mord, and 
being inſtant in Seaſon, and out. ef Seaſon, reproving, re- 
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{alone and atis him. x He rurn'd bis Back 


World, and with a noble Faith look'd 


poked an, Chriſt, as che only thing worthy his 
Thoughts, ſayings I define io depart, and be wth brif, 
ch i ar len. 
Fer besten than all the-Riches and Tres ſures of the 
Harth, and the moſt erquiſite Delighs this World 


afford, or; promiſe// , 
Kt better than all the Vanities, the! painted 
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5 4% every Mih as his Love's. ' He that ru tn 
Love on Things below, is lo glevyd and ſaſtned to 
1 + that it is as hard bo raiſe) it upwards; 38 tb 
make a Clod of Earth aſcend; but divine Lobe is a 
fiery Chariot, that carries the Soul u op” to Heaven; 


and was the Paſſage never ſo tough; Love makes 
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of the Arch- Biſbop of Vork. 9 
Saviour, Redeemer, Mediator, Advocate, and one Day 
will be your Judge. And though you ſhould live 
here in Affliftions, in Sufferings, and under Perſe- 
cutions for the Truth; yet the Prefence of Chriſt 
above, after all your Conflicts in this World, will 
be an ample Reward, and make amends in Heaven 


for what you underwent for his Name Sake upon 
Earth. I proceed, 


(A.) To ſpeak to the other Part of the Text; Ne. 
verthele ß, to abide in the Fleſh is more needful for you. 
St. Paul was a publick Good, uſeful to God's Church 
and People, and therefore, for their Sake, it was 
necdful he ſhould live. He was a great Apoſtle, one 
of the bright Lights of the World, Matth. v. 14. a Me 
ſenger of God, Mal: iii. 1. an mtr cou or Chriſt, 
2 Cor. v. 20. and conſcientiouſly difcharg'd his ſacred 
Function for which he was often derided, traduc'd, 
malign*d, perſecuted, and aſpers'd ; a faithful Mini- 
ſter of God, 2 Cor. iti. 6. a Laboarer in the Goſpel, 
x Cor. iii. 9. a ſtout Champion in his Maſter's Cauſe, 
and was ſo excellent in Preaching, that it was one of 
St. Auſtin's three principal Wi to have heard 
St. Paal. In his Days many obſtinate Corruptions and 
Hereſies were crept into the Church, which violently 
withſtood and oppos'd his Doctrine. He had many . 
verſaries, 1 Cor. xvi. 9. and being ſent forth as a, Sheep 

Wolves,-was attempted to be torn in Pieces. 
But ſo ſtrong was his Love for the Truth, and that. 
he might do God and his Church Service, notwithſtand- 
ing his ſharp Conflicts with a crooked and Auα ,, 
Generation, Accs ii. 40. he was content for 4 Time to 


deny himfelf the Preſence of Chriſt, the Joys of Hea- 
ven, and thoſe laſting Pleaſures which are at God's 


"ff which is in C, Jeſus, with aernel len, a Tim. i, 
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Right Hand, Olo aud Hauewr, 4 Imneertality, and. 
eternal Life, Rom. Ii. 7. Therefore I endure all Things 
for the Elegts Sake, that thay way alſo obtain the Salva» 


The Cheifhan Religion having ſo many Enemies, 
it was acedful © able and powerful a Preacher, ©: 
ſhining a Light, Acts xiii. 47. 2 ſuch a Servant of 
” mf Hi 3 God, Chap. xvi. 17. who ſhewed the 

ation, ſhould live. And indeed great Ne- 
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12 4 Sermon on the Death - 


Mſoſes m Servant is dead, ſaid God to: Jaſhaa, Joſ. i. 
2. And good Miniſters and Magiſtrates are not only 
God's Servants, but the Charch's, the Country s, and 
the Place here they live. In their Death, you may 


readily gueſs, the Loſs is great, and, to our Grief and 


Sorrow, heavy Stroaks When they fall upon us. 
Conſider how many Years are required to be di- 
ligently ſpent, to prepare Men for. the holy Office of 
the Miniſtry; how many Vertues go to the makin 


up a good and. ſound Divine; and what much. 


Reading, Study, and a high Genius, to compleat an 
extraordinary, pious, practical, ſolid, and uſeful 


Preacher; and then you will plainly ſee the great 
Loſs of ſuch famous Lig his, and that ſuch Pillars of the 
Church ought to be deſervedhy priz d in their Eiſe- 


time, and much lamented at their Death... 
In ſuch a corr upt Age as this, good Men are va- 


luable, and we have Cauſe (God knows) with Sor- 
row, to bewail the Death of our deceaſed Brother, 
His Grace the Lord Arch. Biſbop of Tork, who was a 


Learned, Reverend, Godly. Divine; Sober, Juſt, Holy, 


Temperate, and abounded in other  Graces:, requiſite 


5 Chriſtian, a Biſhop, à Guide, and a ſpiritual 
. . dd . 
There was a Conformity. between his Preaching 
and Living; his Life was anſwerable to his Doctrine, 
and he taught by Example, as well as Precept. 
He was, with Apollos, an eloquent Man, and mighty in 
the Scriptures, Acts xviii. 24. an admirable, elaborate 
Preacher, famous in the Pulpit, and had ſuch a T4. 
lent in pious and rational Preaching, that his Ser- 
mons at the ſame Time both elevated the Devotion, 
and ſtrengthened the Faith of his Hearers. | 


He 


— | of the Arch-Biſhop of York. Z 1 1 


He had all thoſe Qualifications requiſite for the 
iſcopal Office, mention'd by the Apoſtle, and were 

all exemplified in this good Man. He was blameleff, 
the Husband of one Wife, vigilant, ſober, of good Beha- 
viour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to teach; not given ta 
Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lacre, bat patient, 
not a Branler, not covetous; one that ruled well his own 
Houſe, having his Children in Subjection with all Gravity, 
r Tim. iii. 2, 3, 4. My Brethren, many of you here 
preſent knew him, and have heard his excellent Ser- 
mons from this Pulpit; and may it be remembred 
to his Honour, his able and ſeaſonable Preaching a- 
inſt Popery, when it broke in upon us; and when 
ene and Penal Laws were to be repeaPd, in order 
to make Way for a Toleration of it. What Zeal then 
peared in this excellent Man in the Day of Trial, 
when he was your Miniſter, in ſtanding up for his 
Religion, and the Laws and Eiberties of his Country? 
How did the true Engliſh Nobility and Gentry then 
back him? And with what Firmnefs, Truth, Juſtice, 
Learning, and Moderation, in a righteous Caufe, 
did be Aedett the Fallacies of the Romiſh Church, 
and throughly defend the Eſtabliſd Worſhip in the 
Church of England? And if ever we live to ſee the like 
Days of Danger again, may our Preachers dare to 
meet the Enemy as he did, and oppoſe the Adver- 
fary Face to Face; and have as many of the Nob:l:ty, 
| Gentry, and Commonalty, to appear ſteadily for them, 
as that Reverend Divine had for him. 8 K 
And farther, let it be recorded of him, his ſecret 
Alms; his Charity to the Poor; his affable and cour- 
teous Deportment to the Clergy of his Dioceſe, with 
whom he liv'd in a perfe&t Fraternity, and without 
any ſupercilious Diſtance; and of whom it may be 
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m_ S Arch-Biſhop of York. 15 
Heaven to reveal to us, and which He choſe for 
himſelf. He liv'd in the conſtant View of it, and ſo 
conformable was St. Paul to his Maſter, that the Re- 
compence of Reward, Heb. xi. 26. made Afflictions to 
him not 1 and Miſeries not miſerable. Fire 
is not hot, and the Sword is not ſharp to him, whoſe 

efticns are above, and whoſe Eye is upon a bettet 
World. Faith lays hold on God, and parts with 
Liſe, and all to get to Chriſt. In the primitive Times 
the Chriſtians were ſo de of a Diſſolution, to de- 


Falk and to be with Chrift, that Martyrdom became 4 


ion, and Racks and Torments, Wheels and 
Gibbets, ſignity d nothing to that Faith of theirs 
which view'd Heaven, = look*'d above the 
of this Life. Inſomuch, that it was determined in 
feveral Canmrili, particularly that of Carthage, that 
ſack an Ambgisg of Mar rdom was unnatural; and 
that their great Love of Chriſt, their Affection and 
Zeal for and R ſhould nor raſhly expoſe 
them to the: Fury of Hans; but, w their ſharpeſt 
Miſerics, and molt painſul Sofferings, to wair tf 
God pleaſe to. g ive them Deliverance out of them. 
Faith chobick the Act iant, carries the Mind into 
another * poſſeſſes the: Soul with nobler 
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_ © You muſt not only have your Affections in Heaven, 
but, if you would have St. Paul's Deſire, you muſt, 
'2aly, have your Converſation there too; for our Con- 
verſation is in Heaven, aid the Apoſtle, Phil. ili. 20. 
If you deſire to be with Chriſt at your Death, He muſt 
live in you here; Heaven muſt be — ed down in- 
to your Souls, and the ſame Mind, and the ſame hol 
Diſpoſition be in you, that was in St. Paul, Phil. i. 
27. Tour Converſation muſt be as becometh the Goſpel 1 
Chriſt, if you expect to reign with Him in Glory. If 
you name his Name, you muſt depart from Iniquity, 2 Tim. 
li. 19. Your being baptiz'd into Chriſt will profit 
you nothing, unleſs you live like Chriſtians, and 
make your Practice anſwer your Proſeſſion. No 
Man * 1s rightly call d 4 Chriſtian, unlefi he endeavours, 
* 45 near 48 he can, to follow Chriſt in his Morals. You 
may have the Name of Chriſtians, and be ſo called; 
but unleſs you live like Chriftians, and have Chriſt 
in your Converſations, as well as in your Mouths, 
you are only nominal, and not rea! Chriſtians. It is 
à Chriſtian Converſation that compleats a Chriſtian; 
and though Chriſtianity begins in Baptiſm, yet if it 
be not carried on in your Lives, you are no true 
Followers, no true Diſciples of Chriſt. 
It is from that kind of Converſation, that Chriſtians 
may have Hope in Death; and it was by that which 
made St. Paul deſire to depart, and to be with Thrift, 
Chriſt had liv'd in him, and he had put on he Lord ts 
Chriſt, Rom. xiii. 14. in his Morals; in his Life and Con- 
verſation upon Earth, and therefore in the Text, was 
* deſirous to live with Chriſt in Heaven. F ve, 
jou muſt live to Him; and if ou die, jon muſt die 10 
| Shoe ITE f 99 fo Tg Fin; 
Nemo Chriſtianus vere dicicur, niſi qui Chriſto moribus, pro ut 
valet, coæquatur, St. Cyp. de 12 abuſionib. | 
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Him; that ſo whether Jour live or die, you may be Chriſti, 
Rom. xiv. 8. Is it Chriſt you deſire to be with? He 
is a rich Prize, and therefore you mult rua that you 
may obtain Him. Tou maſt put off concerning the for- 
mer Converſation, the old Man, which is corrupt accord- 
ing to the deceitful Luſts, and be renewed in the Spirit 
of your Mind. And that ye put on the new Man, which 
after God is created in Righteouſnefi and true Holinef,, 
Eph. iv. 22, 23, 24. You muſt be in a State of 
Grace, live ſpiritual Lives, die to Sin while you 
live here; ind indeed none die well, 'who do not 
die unto Sin, and are thus dead. 8 "ring 
When St. Paul, Rom. vi. 11. was crucified with 
Chriſt, then he recton d himſelf to be alive indeed, as if 
he did not live till then; that wrought ſuch a 
Change in him, that he was a zew Creature, 2 Cor. v. 
17. no longer « Blaſphemer, 4 Perſecutor of the Goſpel, 
but a Preacher of it; and no more injurious, an Ene- 
ny to the Crof of Chriſt, Phil. iii. 18. but a Friend to 
it. God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Crof of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the World is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the World, Gal. vi. 14. 

Be Followers of St. Paul, as he was of Chriſt, 
and be willing to paff through Honour and Diſhonoar, 
through good Report or evil Report, for Chriſt's Sake, 
2 Cor. vi. 8. hoping that if the Sufferings of Chrift a- 
bound in you, your Conſolation alſo ſhall abound by Chrif,, 
2 Cor. i. 5. Walk worthy of the Vocation wherewith you 
are called, being fruitful in every good Work, and encreaſ- 
ing in the Knowledge of God, Eph. iv. 1. Be holy and 
without Blemiſh, that ye may be found of Him in 
Peace, at the Day of his appearing. Let Heaven 
have your Hearts, even whilſt the Earth hath your 
Bodies; and honour Chriſt 12 by walking r 
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F tho great. Privileges. he hath beſtowed. on you. 
adlineſi and worldly Luſts, and li ue ſoberly, 
A4 and godly in this preſent I orld, Tit. ii. 12. 
And that as you are admitted into the Fellomſbip of 
Chriſt's Religion, ſo you may eſchew thoſe things „41 are 
pans to your Profeſſion, and allo all la things ” = 
reeable to the ſame. . * 
es If you would depert with St. Paul, aud with 
* 4 0 be mith Chuſe, you mult, as he did, keep 
4 Conſcience void of Offence | tomards "God and Man, 
Ads xxiv, 16. The more ſpotleſs and blameleſs — 
Conſciences are, the more prepared you will be 
die, and appear before the. Judgment Seat of Chritt 
For a Mao to think to die with Comſort, and de- 
fre Chriſt with, a, guilty, polluted Conſcience, is the 
greatelt Folly and Preſumption in the World. You 
mult keep. = Conſcience void of Offence tawards God; and 
this 12 ſts, 1. In loving and fearing Him, walking 
80 his haly N doing what he commands, - and 
ag m whas e has forbid... Your; oy 
rg myſt be conſtant, ſincere, free from 
9 8 of. Guile and n and in your 
. 405 . wok 50 | 
2. You muſt 4 Caiſcatuct WOLG 0 Offimce towards | 
Man. And | this chiefly conſiſts in daing Acts af 
Juſtice and Integrity, Mercy aud Charity, K RighteouF 
ue and * — 5 8 N no corrupt, ſiniſter De- 
r the plain and beaten. Path of 
ruth and = ta: wrong 80 Mu is his 
NG i Goon 2h St. Pau . 
mh to have ; from Time to Time, and from Day to 
Day, he liv'd in chat good Frame and comferentious 
Dilpoktion ; it was _ him wait he: lived, and 
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with Tm when he came to die, and chear'd im 
3 all his Accofations, Tribulations, and Suffer 
No wonder chen be defyed to depart, and be 
mich Chriſt, who bad fuch a Conſcience void of Offence 
both towards God and Moy. 
We read of ſome Philoſoph pheys, whilt t hey He nd 
Tranquil liry of Mind within, 4 Conftence wat | 
femce they endured the ſhar rpeſt Pains, anck the Bei 
Note of Body, Ty #»y could ne; et when 
ny hat 4 a gully Cor fy Confcrente Which haunted t em; the 
Pain was intoferable, and affrighned them. N 
As gteat an Oratoy as Tutu on who, with fe- 
veral other _ acous d St. Paul before Felix the 
Governenr, eu He 1 605 feilen | Fellow,” & + 
Nover of Part arged hich wirt otflet f 
mn yet mort b theſe ere As xx. - 
24. He cheerfully af 1 5 is Life and Doctrin ns 5 
and norhing was be pregnant with' Comfort an 
ä 2 jar 4 25 ne Time of Information, than His 
10 Flights 20 Reibe Wichincht 
a bor l fe Belen ef ee 
Fleaftre and Satisfaction of Mind, told the Gorbr- 
br, 159 cg vor prove the hang hefe dhe) ach 
him. Cbnſc ience 1 on His S is” it Uh 2 Hie at 
His Triat, and befbre his Jug ge, inwit corfartet 
Hur, withinurt Stain ot De n Rente or a 
abet Diltorbunce: "In aa ei ſled” Picco 
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vou lire, and then you wilt apt in Pexce gp of 
the Stage of the od va with Joy. oy And Cone. ant 
br wi 0 for ever and et. | 


Wuen St. Paz! carne to die, what 4 an | 
hab that Ap rand T bave e e ee Fight, 1 have 


u * 1 bavt' the Tall. 52 820 there 
bay Clay ata np” 2 4 Crown © e im. yr 11 
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And if you love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſecond Ap- 
pearing, and long for it, you will be as capable of 


the Crown of Righteouſarſ as he was, and be a Sharer 
in his . Chriſt is the Author of, Life and e- 
ternal Salvation unto all that obey: him, Heb. v. 9. He 
is ſtyl'd, the Righteous Judge, and he will not give 
the Crown to St. Paul only, but unto others, provided 
they be qualified as that Apoſtle was: Not unto me 


only, but unto all them that love his appearing, 2 Tim. 


iv. 8. Verily there is 4 Reward for the Righteous, Plal. 
Iviii. 11. nor was ever any Man's Labour in vain in 
the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Chor Diligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure; for ſo an Entrance ſhall be 


11. Imitate Chriſt, whoſe Meat and Drink it was 10 
do the Will of his Father, John iv. 34. and you ſhall 
eat and drink with Him in his Kingdom, Matth. xxvi. 


CY 
3 


To conclude, St. Paul's Defire was to depart 3 
| . — 3 ” 2 4 * ' 4447 L4 ; 4 Honſe of 
| this Tabernacle were diſſolv a, _we have 4. Building of 


the Body : For we know, that if our: earthly 


God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 
Heavens. . And then fubjoins ; for in this we proan 
earneſtly, deſiring to be cloath'd upon with our Houſe 
which. is | . 2 Cor. v. 2. For we that are in 
poſtle, 2 Cor. v. 1, 2, 4. He knew the Diſſolution of 

is. Body would take from him his Burden of Miſe- 


thi Tabernacle do groan, being burdened, ſaid that A- 


miniſtred unto you abundantly, into the everlaſting Kjng- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 2. Pet. i. = 


* 
* 


- 


ries, and be the Conjunction of his Soul with Chriſt. 


His Body was as the Priſon of his Soul; and therefore, 
as a Priſoner, his longing Deſire Was to have his 
Chains looſen'd. This preſent earthly. Tabernacle he 
liy'd in, he look'd upon but as his Ton, no Dwell- 

n | ** 
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ing or abiding Place; and therefore he earneſtly de- 
ſir'd to be at Home: And why? That he might be 
with Chriſt. This Life was not his Reſt, Mic. ii. 10. 
and therefore he was for departing; haſtening to Chriſt, 
and was impatient till he had what he fo ardently 
and affectionately deſir'd: For here we have no conti- 
nuing City, but we {of one to come, Heb. xiii. 14. 
Thus we read the Char:h was poſſeſſed with the 
ſame longing Deſires after Chriſt, And the Spirit and 
the Bride ſay, Come, Even ſo come, Loyd Jeſus, Rev. xxii. 
17, 20, Every Lover deſires to be united to its Be- 
loved; and thus Chriſt calling off the Affections of 
his Diſciples from things temporal, and to place them 
upon things eternal, backs his Command with this 
Argument; for where your Treaſure is, there will jour 
Heart be alſo, Luke xii. 34. If Chriſt be your Trea- 
ſure, you will highly eſteem, acknowledge, adore, - 
and worſhip Him; and this will be efficacious for 
the Production of Religion and Godlineſs in you, 
and raiſe and elevate your Hearts and Lives to all 
Manner of holy Converſation OO 
This was St. Paul's Way of living, as he himſelf 
tells us, Phil. iii. 20. For our Converſation is in Heaven; ' 
from whence alſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus' 
Chrift.- His Thoughts, Inclinations, Affections, and 
Manner of Life, was in Heaven. In the 'Verſe. pre- 
cedent, that Apoſtle ſpoke of ſome, who minded tarthly 
things; but, ſaid he, our Converſation is in Heaven; 
mores, the Word ſignifies a State or City, and 
us'd to ligoily a Converſation, or Manner of Life. 
Heaven was St. Paul's City, his State, and he was 
govern'd by its Laws, and therefore walked and con- 
verſed as Citizens ſubject to the ſame Governour. 
He walked with God, his Heart was in Heaven, 1 
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he kept cloſe to Chriſt ia all his Ways. Let: others. 
be. ſolicitous about the things of this Life; as for his 


Part, he would daily entertain himſelf about the 
great Concernments of Eternity; and be willing to 
Ieave the World, and the things of the Worla, for Chriſt, 
whoſe Love was ſet more on, than all the good 
ee Nee 1 3 "+: wth oy 
A Heart that is altogether taken up, and deeply 
ingag'd in this Works. and the things of it, will 
keep out Chriſt, and the Love of Him will not be 
in fuch a Perſon. x any Man love, the World, and the. 
things of it to. an high Degree, St. John. tells us, 
1. Epiſt. ii. 15. that the Love of this Father is nut in Mur. 
And in the Parable of the. Samer, Matth. xiii. 7. 
Chriſt. repreſents to us the Cares, and Riches, and, 
Pleaſures. f this Life, which choak the Word of God, 
and will not let that Seed take deep Root in the: 
eart, Lake viii, 5. 14. And therefore to take off 
your Affections from the World; Ewill uſe. St. Paul's 


Anguments. DAS ii 0. 236% Sas 276 
. Firſt, The Faſhion of thes World peſſeth ama x, 1 Cor. 


wü. 31. Vue, the Word ſigniſies ax external accidental 
Figures without . Subſtance. This World is fickle, and 
inconſtant, andi the Things in it ſo uncertain, that 
we liave o Aſſurance of enjoying them one Mo- 
ment. A thouſand Accidents may deprive us , of 
them. and they either leave us, or we'may be ſnatchd 
way on a ſudden from them, and then whoſe ſhall thafe 
ms be? Luke xii, 20. And thereſore let the ſerious 
9 that, cool your Affections, and 
work in you a:great Indifferency toward them: 
For, ſecute rhem as well as you can, ſtill they are. 
tranſient and uncertain; h ars not, and many 
Times, as. Sblaman ſa ya, Prov. xxiii. 53. make to them. 


- ſelves 
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Ives Wings, and fly away. St. Lake, relating Agrippa's 
5 Pane, Shed? he came to hear St, Pan, 1 it 
all but a Fancy, & reh garreaies, as having no Foun- 
dation, As xxv. 23. | N 

Secondly, Ne are Strangers and Pilgrims on the 
Earth, Heb. xi. i have here no abiding Place, 20 
continuing City, Chap, xill..14. but are travelling, to 
another Country which is our Home, and where we 
are to dwell for ever. Our Life is but a Paſſage 
through the World; a Vapour, which appeareth for 
4 little Time, and then vaniſheth away, Jam. iv. 14. Our 
Days are 4s 4 Span, and our Age as nothing, Pſal, xxxix. 
6, 7. and Man, at his belt Ellate, is altogether Vanity. 
For Man. walketh in a vain Shadow, and diſquirteꝶ h 
' himſelf in vain; he heapeth up Riches, and cannot tell 
who ſhall gather them. You cannot live long, and Life 
here rather appears and ſeems to be, than is really. 
And what then will all the Emoyments of this 
World be to you, when Death ſtrips you of them? 
You muſt then leave theſe dying and periſhing things, 
and enter upon an Eternity; and why ſhould not 
that eternal State take up more of your Time and 
Care here, and be more minded and regarded b 

than that which will be preſently changed, which - 

is toſs d and diſſipated with every Wind, and of ſo 
ſhort. Continuance, that it vani almoſt as ſoon 
as it appears? This, one would think, ſhould wean 
your Affections from this World, becauſe you are 
not long to continue in it; and put you upon em- 
ploying your great Care and Thoughts ano- 
ther, where you are to live for ever. Take heed 


of pleaſing your {elves with the Fulneſs of your 
Condition, in a vaſt, plentiſul, and large Eſtate; and 
that you have much G,Q laid np for many ig 
| Af e 
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"Jeſt yon be ſurpriz?d with a Thou Fool, this Night 
- ſhall thy Soul be taken from thee, Luke xii. 20. Your 
frail Natures are incident to an infinite Number of 
Diſeaſes, to Variety of Maladies from within, and 
to many Chances and Accidents from without; and 
therefore give me Leave earneſtly to perſwade you 
'to make this ſhort, tranſient, and uncertain Life, 
'a Preparation to an endleſs State of Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſs; and fo train up your Souls to Eternity, that 
they may be meer to be made Partakers of an Inheri- 
tance among them that are ſanttified, Col. i. 12. Acts 
xxvi. 18, Which bliſsful Portion among the Saints 
of God may we all enjoy, through the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, Glory, &c. Amen. 
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Life, or that Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord: 8 
vided into XXVI Chapters. One whereof being read every Lor 
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A Collection of Forms of Prayer, for the daily Ule of Families, or 
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Supper. With a Diſcourſe of Prayer. And a plain Acceunt of che 
Sacrament of the Lord s-Supper. Shewing the Advantages and Neceſ- 
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